The Awakening 
Vocabulary List

A vocabulary word list for The Awakening (arranged in order of appearance):
Chapters 1-10: 

1. indiscriminately: adverb – acting in such a way so as not to discriminate/judge; to act in a haphazard, thoughtless manner 

2. prudery: noun – excessively proper/modest actions, phrases, words, dress, etc. 

3. contemptuous: adjective – showing or expressing disdain; scornful

4. repulse: verb – to drive back; to repel; to cause feelings of repulsion (disgust)

5. quadroon: noun – a person having one-fourth black ancestry 

6. immutable: adjective – unchangeable

7. imperious: adjective – domineering in a haughty manner; dictatorial; overbearing

8. plaintive: adjective – expressing sorrow or melancholy; mournful 

9. supercilious: adjective – haughtily disdainful or contemptuous

Chapters 11-20:
1. pacify: verb – to bring or restore to a state of peace or tranquility; to quiet; to calm; to appease 

2. pretentious: adjective – characterized by assumption of dignity or importance; making an exaggerated outward show

3. sardonically: adverb – acting in a way characterized by bitter or scornful derision; mocking; cynical; sneering

4. procure: verb – to obtain or get by care, effort, or the use of special means 

5. infatuation: noun – the state of being obsessed; all-absorbing passion/obsession  

6. complacency: noun – a feeling of quiet pleasure or security, often while unaware of some potential danger, defect, etc.

7. ennui: noun – a feeling of utter weariness and discontent resulting from a lack of interest; boredom

8. rebuke: verb – to express sharp, stern disapproval of; to reprove; to reprimand 

Chapters 21-30:
1. perambulation: noun – the act of walking about 

2. coercion: noun – the act of using force or intimidation to obtain compliance  

3. languorous: adjective – characterized by a lack of energy/vitality; characterized by sluggishness/lack of spirit or interest

4. susceptible: adjective – admitting o capable of some specified treatment; accessible or especially liable or subject to some influence, mood, agency, etc.; vulnerable/open to 

5. prolific: adjective – producing offspring, young, fruit, etc. abundantly; highly fruitful; producing in large quantities or with great frequency; highly productive

6. mirth: noun – jollity; happiness; amusement 

Chapters 31-34:

1. remonstrance: noun – an act or instance of objection/disapproval

2. sumptuous: adjective – entailing great expense, as from choice materials, fine work, etc.; costly; luxuriously fine or large

3. insurmountable: adjective – incapable of being passed over or overcome

French Translations:  

Bon Dieu (Good Lord! My God!)

peignoir (lingerie - a nightgown/robe set), soirees

musicales (musical evening performances)

Ah! si tu savais (Oh! If only you knew...)

La belle dame (the lovely lady) 

ma foi (my faith)

Bonne nuit, ma reine, soyez sage (Good night, my queen, be good/well-behaved)

les mets (food) 

les entre-mets (snacks) 

lacorbeille (the basket) 

Allez-vous-en! (Go on with you!)

accouchement (delivery=baby) 

camaraderie (friendship)

par example (by example)

tabouret (low stool without a back or arms)

blaguer-farceur-gros bete, va (prankster-joker-fat "beast", go) 

mais ce n'est pas mal! (But, that's not bad!) 

Elle s'y connait, elle a de la force, oui (She knows about it, she is

strong, yes)

ma chere (my dear/dearest/darling) 

pauvre cherie (poor darling)

Tiens,(Well,well/So)' 

"Voila que Mme Ratignolle est jalouse!" (It's/There's Mrs. Ratignolle who is jealous)

