REALM CHARTER HIGH SCHOOL

AP English Syllabus 2014-2015
Mrs. Gallien

lgallien@realmcharterschool.org
Website: gallienenglish.weebly.com
Cell phone: 408-832-7204 (until 9:00 p.m.)

Office Hours: Mon-Th Lunch and Mon/Th 4:15-5:15 

COURSE ESSENTIAL QUESTION: 

How does the deep analysis of and writing about English literature of varying genres and ages inform our understanding of what it means to be human?


Course Overview: This yearlong course is designed to cover the content of the first course in college English at a secondary institution.  A student who earns a grade of 3 or above on the AP Exam will be granted college credit at most universities throughout the United States, but students should verify what score is needed with their college of choice. 

This course is designed to comply with the curricular requirements described in the AP English Course Description.  

Contact information: If you are ever confused about an assignment or need extra help, please text or email me directly at the contacts listed above. Plan on attending office hours. It is strongly encouraged that you seek help from me outside of class to improve your writing and analysis skills. 

What are we going to do this year?
1. Read carefully and critically, analyzing how and why an author applied a particular structure, style, figurative language device, symbolism, diction, mood, tone

2. Discuss how the above elements work in conjunction to create a larger meaning and desired effect

3. Discuss the universal themes, especially those concerning the human condition, developed within the pieces of literature

4. Discuss the historical, social, psychological, ethical, and political relevance of individual writing pieces and who each work is inherently reflective of the mores of its time

5. Write insightful, well-developed and persuasive responses to literature that include an analysis of the author’s application of the above writing elements

6. Create artistic and academic works that communicate and expand on ideas presented in class

Literature:

Ancient Greece:

· Oedipus Rex, Sophocles

· Greek Mythology

Renaissance:

· Hamlet, William Shakespeare



· Sonnets (Shakespeare and others)

19th Century (Victorian/

Romanticism/Transcendentalism):

· Frankenstein, Mary Shelley




· The Awakening, Kate Chopin

· Keats, Shelley, and other Romantic poets

Colonialism:



· Heart of Darkness, Joseph Conrad

· Things Fall Apart, Chinua Achebe

Harlem Renaissance:



· Their Eyes Were Watching God, Zora Neale Hurston

· Hughes, and other poets

Modernism:



· Brave New World, Aldus Huxley

· Pound, Eliot, and other poets

Drama:




· Death of a Salesman, Arthur Miller

· A Streetcar Named Desire, Tennessee Williams
Modern Novel:



· The Kite Runner, Khaled Hosseini

· The Handmaid’s Tale, Margaret Atwood

Assignments for each unit: 

· AP-styled, in-class essays (at least two every six weeks) 

· AP-styled practice tests (at least one full test with additional half-tests every six weeks)

· Warm-up activities to help practice literature analysis 

· In-class and independent readings with comprehension-check quizzes 

· Various writing assignments including journals, literary analysis, and reflection pieces

· At-home academic and creative writing assignments 

· At-home creative independent and group projects

Expectations:
Reading: Students will read every assignment with care and on time.  The novels are covered at a swift pace and students unused to literature courses will need to plan time in their schedule for more reading than most courses require.  Poetry, though usually not long, is dense and complicated, and should always be read at least twice. While reading, students will be expected to annotate and respond to the work, as well as be prepared for quiz questions. 
Writing: Students will be expected to use every assignment that involves writing to practice their best composition skills.  In addition to essays, there will be a number of creative and academic writing assignments to work at home, as well as short response questions to reading assignments. 
Participation: Students will be expected to participate actively in all class activities including presentations, discussions, and writing share-outs.  
Ethics and Civility:

Please review REALM’s policies on academic integrity, electronic devices, absences, tardies and expected behaviors in the Student Handbook
The lure to cheat is compelling, whether it is from the Internet or from peers.  However, using others’, or allowing others to use your ideas without proper citation, is plagiarism and will result in any of the following consequences, depending on the offence and at the teacher’s discretion: 

· Receiving a zero on the assignment 

· Receiving a zero on the assignment with parent and administrator contact

· Receiving a zero on the assignment and a letter grade drop in the course, in addition to a parent and administrator contact

ACKNOWLEDGEMENT:


I have read this syllabus and I agree to follow the guidelines stated above.


Student Signature: ____________________________________________
I have read this syllabus and I agree to support my student in following the above guidelines.
         Parent/Guardian Signature: ____________________________________________
