AP English Literature and Composition Introduction

Welcome to the rigorous and invigorating challenge that is AP English Literature and Composition. This course focuses on the critical reading and analysis of literature. The intellectual challenges and workload in this class will be consistent with a typical undergraduate university English course. We will talk essentially every day about some vital aspect of writing. The style of writing in this course will be varied, but it will include writing to understand, writing to explain and writing to evaluate. During this year your writing in each category will improve as you take risks and experiment. Eventually, hopefully, through the process of peer revising, you will identify which writing strategies and methods of evaluation work for you. Our readings will largely make your head spin and that’s a good thing. What fun is reading if you aren’t challenged through the process?

Elements of the course

Each literature unit will include the reading of a novel or play and supplementary poetry and short stories.

Whole-Class Reading:


Students will collect, or will be provided with, information about the time era in which each piece of literature was written. This contextual information will provide students with a deeper understanding of the themes and tones within the piece as well as allow them to trace the styles, approaches and philosophies over longer periods of time. During this time, students will often be asked to complete pre-reading notes in their journal that will serve as a study guide for the AP exam in May.


Students will be required to meet all reading deadlines. Class participation and assignments are reading-based and will not be able to be accomplished without careful reading of all assignments. While they read, students will take notes identifying particularly powerful passages, collect quotes, and formulate good discussion questions for whole-class discussion. The specific focus of their note taking will depend on the unit (see Year-Long Overview) but will include an analysis of literary devices as well as any strategic rhetorical applications. Students will receive instruction on numerous note-taking strategies but should ultimately find a strategy that works best for them.


Additionally, students will demonstrate their understanding by periodically composing “thought” paragraphs, which prove their understanding of the text. These paragraphs are the perfect opportunity for students to ask the instructor specific questions or double-check their own understanding. The instructor will provide feedback on the thought paragraphs to ensure students are on the right track prior to discussion. On class-discussion days, students will assemble and arrange their notes in such a way that they can participate effectively in the student-led discussions. Students will demonstrate their understanding of the literature by asking thoughtfully developed questions, arguing their point of view, and defending their claims by going back to the text. When the class has finished discussing the text, students will complete an in-class essay, answering an AP-styled prompt. (see Essay section for more information).

Essays:


For each unit, students will be expected to complete two essays (one class-text and another practicing analyzing similar literary devices in another text. The subject of the essays will be based on the genre, thematic, and/or literary device concentration for that unit. One of the two essays will be turned in as written and graded according to the AP scoring rubric. The second essay will be self-revised, peer revised and teacher revised prior to being assigned a final score (also according to the AP scoring rubric). The student will decide which of their two essays he/she would like to have revised.


Periodically, students will be provided with a short piece of text and will be expected to read, annotate, and respond to it as a practice for the AP exam. Largely, these “Essay Clips” will ask the student to develop a thesis statement and a first-body paragraph. These “Essay Clips” will change focus throughout the year so that students can practice applying new academic vocabulary words, vary their sentence structures, organize their logic, and experiment with effective rhetorical strategies without fear of damaging essay grades.

In their essays (and through their “thought” paragraphs) students will be: 

· analyzing and evaluating the ways in which irony, tone, mood, the author’s style and the “sound‟ of language achieve specific rhetorical or aesthetic purposes or both.

· analyzing and evaluating ways in which authors use imagery, personification, figures of speech, and sound to evoke readers’ emotions. 

· analyzing the ways in which authors through the centuries have used archetypes drawn from myth and tradition

· relating literary works and authors to the major themes and issues of the era. 

· evaluating the philosophical, political, religious, ethical, and social influences of the historical period that shaped the characters, plots, and settings.

· analyzing the way in which the theme or meaning of a selection represents a view or comment on life. 

· incorporating effective textual references to support all claims.

Unit packets

As units end, students will be expected to have the following assignments completed for a final grading process:

· One essay on the whole-class reading and one supplementary essay, both hand written and stamped

· Rough drafts with self, peer and/or teacher revisions of one essay of your choosing

· A final, typed draft of your chosen essay to be given a final grade

· A letter reflecting on the whole-class reading assignment and your participation

· All graded and non-graded “thought” paragraphs

· Any pre-reading journals

· All vocabulary assignments for the unit

· A creative assignment that will ask students to apply their knowledge of the text, the themes within and/or the writer’s craft in a creative medium such as a short story, poem, poster, video, performance, etc.

Grades
35% - Formal Writing (essays) and Tests 

30% - Informal Writing and Projects 

15% - Vocabulary Assignments and Tests 

20% - Participation (class discussions, Socratic Seminars, etc.)
Ethics “There's a difference between knowing the path and walking the path.”- Morpheus (Matrix)


With the advent of the information-sharing technology, and the access to Google and Wikipedia on your cell phone, the lure to cheat is compelling. The prospect of finding the “right” answer within minutes is seductive. But that right answer comes at a cost. The journey is lost and it’s the journey, because of and beyond all the wrong answers, that rewards.


However, some of you will insist on plagiarizing, so here’s a caveat: The stealing or “borrowing” of another’s work or ideas, without properly citing them is plagiarism. Plagiarism will result in a minimum of a grade-letter drop and meeting with your parents and the principal, but at the teacher’s discretion, could result in an immediate failure of the course.

Year Long Overview

Unit 1 – Ancient Greece: Oedipus Rex and Greek Mythology Duration: 3 weeks

Genre Concentration: Mythology and Hero’s Journey; Thematic Concentration: Epic Heroes

“More often than not, a hero’s most epic battle is the one you never see; It’s the battle that goes on within him or herself.” – Kevin Smith

Major Literary Devices: heroic elements, stereotype, allusions, archetype

Primary Readings: 

Oedipus Rex (Sophocles), 
Mythology (Hamilton)
Optional Secondary Readings: 

Ramayana; Epic of Gilgamesh; excerpts from the King James Bible; The Iliad, Beowulf; Sir Gawain and the Green Knight

Unit 2 – Elizabethan/Restoration Duration: 6 weeks

Genre Concentration: Drama; Thematic Concentration: Tragic Figures

“Show me a hero and I’ll write you a tragedy” – F. Scott Fitzgerald

Major Literary Devices: tragedy, tragic hero, allusion, foil, soliloquy, monologue 

Primary Readings:

Hamlet  (Shakespeare)

Selected era poetry

Optional Secondary Readings:

King Lear, Macbeth, Antony and Cleopatra, Titus Andronicus, Othello; Dr. Faustus; The Duchess of Malfi; Tamburlaine, Paradise Lost  (John Milton) 

Unit 3 – Romanticism/Victorian Duration: 7 weeks

Genre Concentration: Poetry; Novel; Thematic Concentration: Aesthetic Experiences

“To know one’s self, one must go all the way to horror.”

– Jacques Bossuet

Major Literary Devices: various literary devices, especially figurative language; also atmosphere, mood, setting, suspense, metonymy, parody, antihero 

Primary Readings:

The Awakening (Chopin)

Frankenstein (Shelley)

Selected era poetry

Optional Secondary Readings:

Jane Eyre; A Picture of Dorian Gray; Jude the Obscure; Withering Heights; Vanity Fair; Dracula; Strange Case of Dr. Jekyll and Mr. Hyde; Northanger Abbey; The Turn of the Screw; The Mystery of Edwin Drood; The Hunchback of Notre Dame

Unit 4 – Colonialism Duration: 7 weeks

Genre Concentration: Novel Thematic Concentration: Colonialism

“A choir of seedlings arching their necks out of rotted tree stumps, sucking life out of death. I am the forest's conscience, but remember, the forest eats itself and lives forever.” 

― Barbara Kingsolver
Literary Devices: satire, irony, symbol, motif, allusion, imagery, metaphor

Primary Readings:

Heart of Darkness (Conrad)

Things Fall Apart (Abeche)

Selected era poetry and short stories

Secondary Readings: The Poisonwood Bible; Midnight’s Children; The Stranger; A Passage to India; Island Beneath the Sea

Unit 5 – Modernism Duration: 7 weeks

Genre Concentration: Novel Thematic Concentration: Dystopia

“The end of the human race will be that it will eventually die of civilization.” – Ralph Waldo Emerson

Major Literary Devices: satire, irony, symbol, motif, allusion 

Primary Readings:

Brave New World – Aldous Huxley 

Selected era poetry and short stories

Secondary Readings: 1984; Atlas Shrugged; Handmaid’s Tale; The Island; Anthem; Player Piano; A Canticle for Leibowitz; Neuromancer, Harrison Bergeron

Unit 6 – Theme Study Duration: Ongoing second semester; Due May 21

Genre Concentration: Novel Thematic Concentration: Themes across time and genre

“The end of the human race will be that it will eventually die of civilization.” – Ralph Waldo Emerson

Students will read three novels of their choice that relate to a certain theme. Students will research author backgrounds as well as literary criticism of the work under study. Students will produce a 10-12 page paper that integrates background research, literary criticism, and literary analysis.

Text options include the above secondary texts as well as others.

Unit 7 – AP Test Prep Duration: 2 weeks

Concentration: Test Prep “ Mountains cannot be surmounted except by winding paths.”

- Johan Wolfgang von Goethe

Primary Activities:

multiple choice practice exams, essay brainstorming, review texts covered

Unit 8 – Afterwards Duration: 4 weeks

Concentration: (varies)

“I am learning all the time. The tombstone will be my diploma.” -  Eartha Kitt
Possible Activites:

Speech and debate; fun with Shakespeare; movie analysis; Happiness Project

Year-long literary terms: allegory, alliteration, allusion, ambiguity, analogy, anapest, anaphora, anastrophe, anecdote, antagonist, antithesis, antihero, anthropomorphism, aphorism, apostrophe, apposition, aside, assonance, asyndeton, ballad, blank verse, balance, cacophony, caesura, canto, carpe diem, catastrophe, characterization, chiasmus, cinquain, cliché, climax, comedy, conceit, conclusion, concrete poetry, confessional poetry, conflict, consonance, connotation, couplet, dactyl, denotation, denouement, dialect, dialogue, diction, didactic, dramatic monologue, elegy, end-stopped, enjambment, epic, epigram, epigraph, epithet, extended metaphor, euphemism, euphony, exposition, fable, falling action, farce, flashback, foil, foreshadowing, free verse, genre, Gothic, haiku, heroic couplet, hyperbole, iamb,  imagery, inference, internal rhyme, irony, juxtaposition, kenning, litotes, lyric poem, metaphor, meter, metonymy, mood, motif, myth, narrative poem, octave, ode, onomatopoeia, oxymoron, parable, paradox, parable, pastoral, parallelism, parody, pathetic fallacy, persona, personification, plot, poetic foot, point of view, protagonist, pun, quatrain, refrain, resolution, rhyme, rhyme scheme, rhythm, rising action, romance, satire, scansion, sestet, sestina, setting, short story, slant rhyme, simile, sonnet, soliloquy, spondee, stanza, stereotype, stream of consciousness, style, suspense, symbol, synecdoche, syntax, tanka, tercet, terza rima, theme, tone, tragedy, trochee, understatement, unreliable narrator, villanelle
