Figurative Language Notebook

Language really does have life and movement.  People who effectively show rather than tell in their writing often incorporate the powerful tool of figurative language. As part of our journey through the world of memoir, leading to writing our own memoirs, you will have an opportunity to explore the use of words and use your imagination to create vivid imagery.

The Assignment:

Pick one of the words from the list below.

Presentation Options:

1. Develop this word into a notebook with a minimum of ten (10) pages, with a cover.

Use unlined paper so that you can vary your format from page to page for real flexibility, artistry, and fun.

Fasten all the pages securely into notebook form.

Choose a shape that is a symbol for your word.  Do not make the design of this symbol too complicated, as the entire notebook will be in this shape.

OR

2. Create a digital version of your book using Storify (storify.com)

DUE DATE: MONDAY, SEPTEMBER 19
Word Choices:

Pick one of the following words.  Each word represents an idea or concept found in much of poetry and literature. You will look at the word from many different angles, stretching your imagination and having fun with language.

Choose ONE of the following words:

beauty




decision


fate

mortality



maturity


desire

eternity



youth



courage

freedom



duty



honor

family




life



happiness

jealousy



agony



envy

transformation



rivalry








REQUIREMENTS – FIGURATIVE LANGUAGE NOTEBOOK

1. DENOTATION

· Consult a dictionary, copy down five different definitions of your word.

· Indicate the etymological origins of your word (where it came from), found in brackets in your dictionary.  Write out this information in a sentence.

Example: 


Love (ME<OE lufa). The word love comes through Middle English from the original Old English word lufa.

Commonly used abbreviations:

ME=Middle English; OF=Old French; Med. Lat.=Medieval Latin; G=German; OHG=Old High German; Scand.=Scandinavian; Skt.=Sandskrit.

2. CONNOTATION

Many words have emotional feelings connected with them, which are called connotations.  Look up your word in a Thesaurus and find:

· Four words which have more positive emotional meanings than your word does.

(Examples: love -“adoration;” death - “gone to his maker”)

· Four words which have more negative emotional meanings than your word does.

(Examples: love -“crush;” death - “kicked the bucket”)

3. SYMBOL

· Include at least three tangible symbols of your word (*tangible: capable of being felt or touched).

· For each symbol, include a detailed sentence that thoroughly explains the symbol.

4. ANTONYM

· Title this section “A World Without _______________” (your word)

· Write down at least three antonyms (opposites) of your word.

· Underneath, write a short paragraph or unrhymed poem on what the world would be like if your word did not exist  - in other words, if only its opposite prevailed.

5. QUOTATIONS

· Find at least four quotations that incorporate your word.

· Be sure to give credit to the originator of each saying (or write “anonymous” if that is the case).

6. POEM

· Include a published poem or song that uses your word as part of the subject or theme.

· Be sure to give credit to the writer of the poem or song.

· If your teacher confirms that no poem can be found, write your own unrhymed poem of at least 12 lines.

7. SIMILES

· Since imagery depends on the senses for maximum appeal, write a comparison that explains how your word would smell, look, feel, taste, and sound (FIVE similes total).

· Examples: Hate smells like dead fish left out in the heat for a week.  Peace feels like the sun beaming after a heavy rain.

8. METAPHOR PART 1

· Define your word through the eyes of five animate objects (people, animals, or any other living beings).  Make these five separate definitions clear, specific, and descriptive.

Examples: Boredom to a monster is…death to a plumber is…Fear to a parakeet is…

· Create five separate definitions of your word as seen from an inanimate (non-living) object.

Examples: Freedom to a typewriter is…Youth to a clock is…eternity to a wallet is…

9. METAPHOR PART 2:

· What animal most resembles your word?  In a short paragraph describe why.

· Decide what color you imagine your word to be.  Write a short paragraph explaining why your word is this color.

10. PERSONIFICATION

· Personify your word.  If your word were a person, what would he or she look like?  What clothes would he or she be wearing?  What are his or her expressions, gestures, and/or movements?

11. PICTURES

· Find at least 10 pictures that illustrate your word.

· Use these pictures throughout the notebook as illustrations.  You may either draw these or use images from magazines, the Internet, etc.

· Pictures add much to the attractiveness of your notebook, so make sure that your images reflect time and care in selections and placement.  Original illustrations can be especially impressive.

The Last Word: Do not wait until the last minute to begin this project.  Do a little everyday and it will get finished quite easily.  A good strategy is to get all the information down first then do the organizing and artistic part.  Have fun with this!

